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of celebrating the nuptials or feast, at which, accord-
ing to the formality, the Seine would be in the mid-
dle, and the two young girls beside it. On this
occasion, then, the Seine is vigorously exhorted to
be of good courage, and so to act that the fishing be
successful, as has been more amply told in preceding
Relations. :

They had in mind, among others, one of our little
Christian girls, four or five years old, to be one of the
two brides. We are informed of this, and immedi-
ately begin to investigate the matter, in order to
understand what we ought to say about it. We have
ascertained, then, that some years ago the Algon-
quains,—who are neighboring people, very intelli-
gent, and excelling in all kinds [163] of fishery,—
having gone at this season to fish with the Seine, at
first took nothing. Surprised and astonished at a
result which was for them so unusual, they knew not
what to think. Thereupon, the Soul, the Genie, or the
Oki of the Seine, for our Savages call it by all these
names, appeared to them in the form of a tall, well-
formed man, greatly dissatisfied and in a passion,
who said to them, ‘‘ I have lost my wife, and I can-
not find one who has not known other men before
me; that is the reason why you do not succeed, and
you never will succeed until T have been given satis-
faction in this respect.”

The Algonquains, thereupon, hold a council and
decide, that to appease and give satisfaction to the
Seine, they must present him Girls so young that he
would no longer have reason to complain,—and that,
for his greater satisfaction, they must present him
two for one. They do this, then, in the manner that
I have related above, at a feast; and immediately
their fishing succeeds wonderfully.



